Message

Si ana Tackett, Acting Chief, OPHN

USAI DJ Phi | i ppi nes
Enhanced and Rapid | nprovenent of Conmmunity

Heal th (EnRI CH):

“Bar angay Conmmunity-Based Health

Organi zati ons’ Congress”

July 17, 2006, Garden Orchid Hotel,

Zanboanga City

Asal amu al ai kum

Warm greetings to all the participants from
t he national Departnent of Health (DOH),

DOH ARMM the provincial health officials
and staff of the five ARMM provi nces and the
Cty Health Ofice of Marawi; the | ocal
chi ef executives of the various

muni ci paliti es and barangays of ARMM and
nost especially to the representatives of
the different community-based health

organi zati ons — the “Barangay Health and
Nutrition Task Force” from Lanao del Sur and
Marawm City, the Community Health Teans of

Basi | an, the Barangay Health Teans of Sulu



and the Healthy Famlies Coalitions of Taw -
taw and Magui ndanao. Congratulations to
the EnRICH coalition conposed of Helen
Keller International, Christian Children's
Fund, Save the Children and ACDI /VOCA, for

successfully organi zing this event.

USAID is very pleased to be part of this
“Bar angay Conmmunity-Based Health

Organi zations’ Congress.” This congress
prom ses new hope to help inprove health
outcones in the ARM After four years of
t echni cal assistance fromthe USAI DY EnRl CH
program the communities in the five ARW
provi nces have shown that organized,

dedi cat ed and supportive |local community-
based heal th organi zati ons conposed of the
various sectors at the barangay |evel, can
be active partners of community health

service delivery in the ARMWM



Each province has its own individual

uni qgueness. This is very true in the ARMM
region. Wth this uniqueness cones the need
for specific |ocal approaches to help
address the gaps in provision of health
services for each area. This has been the
successful strategy taken by the EnRI CH
project- one project, but with different
approaches and net hods for each community.
EnRICH will end this year but the Anmerican
people wll continue to provide assistance
to the ARMM s health sector through a new,

I ntegrated and nore conprehensive five-year
ARMM heal th project which is expected to
begin i npl ementati on by Cct ober 2006.
Through this new project, we hope to build
on the initial successes by EnRI CH and ot her

USAI D heal t h prograns.



Let us all support this endeavor and

conti nue our work through partnership and
col | aboration anong the national and | ocal
agenci es, provincial health office, |ocal
governnents, NGOs, the private sector, |ocal
comunities and the international donor
community to i nprove access and deliver high
quality health services to the citizens of

this region.

The U S. Governnent is pleased to be part of
this event and the Anerican people are

behi nd you in hel ping the regi on achieve its
aspirations. W believe that programs to

| nprove health, nutrition and famly

pl anni ng practices are particularly

| nportant to achi eving peace and sustai ni ng

econom ¢ devel opnent.



| commend the regional and provincial health
offices, for their partnership with NGOs
such as these comunity-based health

organi zati ons and ot her groups whose work
have made significant headway in inproving
the health situation in the ARMM Toget her
with the ARMM regi onal governnent under the
| eadership of Gov. Zal dy Anpatuan, the
Departnent of Health, DOH ARMM and the | ocal
governnment units, we can significantly help
I nprove the health situation. The people of

t he ARWMM deserve not hing | ess.
Thank you for your collaboration and
congratul ati ons on your efforts. W w sh

you the best for a successful congress.

Wasal aam



